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3 Keys to Making Disciples
What does a church look like when it succeeds? A church is successful when everyone in the
church is in the game, maturing into disciples who can reproduce other disciples.
Matthew 4:19 gives us a clear, uncomplicated image of what a disciple looks like, and helps a
church know if it is obeying the command to make disciples. “Come, follow me,” Jesus said,
“and I will make you fishers of men.”
Follow me – a disciple knows and follows Christ. (Head)
I will make you – a disciple is being changed by Christ. (Heart)
Fishers of men – a disciple is committed to the mission of Christ. (Hands)
Back before we all had a GPS, finding our way on road trips turned out to be adventures. A
successful road trip required planning and preparation. A successful journey needed a driver, a
vehicle and a map. A successful journey needs three elements as well; an intentional leader, a
relational environment and a reproducible process.
A Driver: The Intentional Leader
A road trip cannot begin if someone doesn’t turn the key, start the car, and drive. A driver with a
destination in mind is essential. In the discipleship process, the driver is the intentional leader
driving the discipleship process toward the goal of making disciples.
A Vehicle: The Relational Environment
A driver must have something to drive. In discipleship, the vehicle the intentional leader drives is
the relational environment. Relationships are what God uses to communicate His truth and help
people grow. Without relationships, the journey of discipleship is boring and ineffective.
Relationships create the environment where discipleship happens best.
A Map: The Reproducible Process
The third component for a successful journey is a map. The road map is a reproducible process.
This road map allows us to measure a disciple’s progress and teach that disciple the route so
that he or she can intentionally lead others on the same journey.
An intentional leader plus a relational environment plus a reproducible process equals
disciples. I am certainly not a math scholar but it seems to be a good equation. See you
downstream...
Read more from Barry here.
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