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5 Reasons It's More Important for Pastors to Use Social
Media Than Churches
When I first encountered Facebook it was when I was at a speaking event on a University
campus that had access to up-start social network trying to take on MySpace. The student
leaders we met with for lunch we’re talking about this amazing new tool for connecting with
each other. It seemed like a fun “on campus trend” but never did I imagine the impact it
would have on the ministry world. How could a tool that made it easier for a group of
students figure out which pub they were heading to impact our church?
My conviction is that pastors as individuals need to be on social media. It’s more important that
church leaders leverage these tools for ministry than churches use them as organizations. As a
church leader are you using these tools as an extension of your ministry or are you still
stuck on the outside of this trend wondering if it really can have any impact on your
ministry? You need to jump in and get connected! Here a few reasons why it’s important for
you to use these tool personally …
Distant from Your People // If you are silent on social media you will increasingly be
seen as aloof and disconnected as you refuse to be transparent to your community.
Imagine a preacher who never told any stories about themselves? People will see you in
the same light if you don’t use these tools.
Personal Medium // 87 of the top 100 accounts on Twitter are for people not brands or
organizations. These tools are designed to make personal connection with people. As a
church you can leverage them … but they are meant for people to connect with
individuals.
Content Curation // Your people are out in the internet finding content of
spiritual significance. Using social media to point to other sources of uplifting content is a
part of your role. Equipping your people to follow Jesus can’t be outsourced to someone
else … it’s a critical part of being a pastor. When you are silent on social media you are
missing an vital opportunity to build up your community.
Insight Into People // Church leaders live in a bubble … often everyone we know is a
part of the church. If we don’t work intentionally at it we will become isolated from the
world we are attempting to reach. Engaging in social media gives you insight into the
lives of people around you. Listen and watch what people are talking about it … it will
give you insights to be a better leader.
Don’t Be Left Behind // Social media is moving beyond a fun tool for people to connect
with friends to a critical communications channel. Not personally using social media is
like refusing to have an email address or deciding that cel phones are too modern of a
technology … you will become increasingly left behind by culture. You will lose influence.
It’s not about being cool … it’s about connecting.
Read more from Rich here.
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Would you like to learn more about social media and other practices in the area of Church
Communication? Connect with an Auxano Navigator and start a conversation with our team.
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