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Write a Better Blog with These 21 Checkpoints
Are there elements that should pretty much always be included in every blog post? Yep. But it’s
rare to find them all together in one, awesome post.
You don’t have to do all of these things every single time, but my own mental checklist that I
run through as I’m writing, and before I hit “Publish” looks like this:
1. Write a compelling title. Run it through CoSchedule’s headline analyzer?
2. Use the first paragraph to motivate the reader to keep reading.
3. Research some keywords to find out if anyone is actually searching for what I’m writing
about.
4. Include those keywords an appropriate number of times, especially in titles and
headings.
5. Include some bullet points.
6. Include at least one image that looks good. Find them at Pexels.
7. Assign a featured image and make sure it pops up in social posts. Debug if necessary.
8. Include an average of two internal links to other posts within your blog.
9. Include an average of two links to other relevant resources.
10. Among those links, make one or two affiliate links.
11. Pick an appropriate category or two.
12. Add some relevant tags for cross-referencing purposes later on.
13. Check the spelling.
14. Evaluate the emotional impact of the post.
15. Answer a question or solve a problem with the post.
16. Be personal – use conversational language.
17. Call the reader to act on what they’re reading in some small way.
18. Post it to social media profiles, pages, groups, etc.
19. Invite readers to connect and subscribe (not always within the post, but in the site
design).
20. Email your mailing list inviting them to check it out.
21. Go back and re-evaluate the title one more time. After writing, is it still the best it can
be?
As I said, this isn’t exhaustive. It’s just the list I run through as I write a post.
> Read more from Brandon.

Talk with an Auxano Navigator about how your personal blogging can increase your church's
ministry influence.
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